
Origami Koi Fish 

Step 1: Cutting the paper 

If you are using a square piece of paper to make the origami koi fish, you need to cut it into a 

rectangle. I used a 15cm by 15cm square sheet and cut it into 10cm by 15cm. 

 

1. Measure and mark the 10cm point on both edges of the square paper. 

2. Fold it along the markings. 

3. Use a paper knife to cut the paper at the fold. Discard the smaller cut out section. 

4. This is how the larger section of the cut paper should look like. 

 

 



Step 2: Making the folds 

 

1. Fold the paper into half, horizontally. 

2. Fold the folded paper into half again, horizontally. 

3. Unfold. 

4. Fold the top corner into a triangle. 

5. Repeat with the other corner. 

6. Unfold. 



Step 3: Folding the base of the origami koi fish body 

 

1. Bring both sides of the rectangle paper to the center, horizontally. Fold and press the 

along the lines that were folded in the steps above. 

2. Fold both the top corners into a triangle. 

3. Next, fold the pointed end of the triangle towards the other end of the rectangle. 

4. Lift and open the corners up as shown. 

 

 

 

 



Step 4: Making the paper fish fins 

 

1. Turn the folded paper over. 

2. Fold the extended sections of the paper towards the center line. 

3. This is how it should look like. 

4. Fold open the first flap. 

5. Repeat with the second. 

6. Turn the folded paper over. 



Step 5: Dividing the body and the tail 

 

1. Fold the folded rectangle into half, ending the fold at the base of the folded fins. 

2. Unfold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 6: Shaping the body of the paper fish (Part 1) 

 

1. Fold a diagonal line on body section of the folded paper. Unfold. 

2. This is how the line should look like. 

3. Bring the folded line to the center of the rectangle and press it down. 

4. This is how it should look like. 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 7 : Shaping the body of the paper fish (Part 2) 

 

1. Repeat the same process as the step above. Start by folding a diagonal line on the 

body section of the origami koi fish. 

2. This is how it should look like. 

3. Bring the folded line to the center of the rectangle. 

4. Press it down firmly. 

 

 

 

 



Step 8: Completing the fish body 

 

1. Bring the folded line on the left to the center. 

2. Repeat the same for the right. This steps completes the body of the origami koi fish. 

Next is the tail. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 9: Forming the tail 

 

1. Once you have completed the body, place the fish down as shown. 

2. Fold the top most piece of paper in the tail section as shown. 

3. Do the same for the next section of the tail. 

4. Turn the fish to the other side and fold the remaining one section of the tail down. 

 

 

 

 



Step 10: Folding the tail (Part 1) 

 

1. Hold the fish in your hands and open up the tail. This is how it should look like after 

the folding steps above. 

2. Push the middle section of the tail down along the lines folded earlier. 

3. Press the tail to close. You will see the excess of the folded down paper at the 

bottom. 

4. Fold the access up as shown. 

5. Open up the tail, and push the folded section up as shown. 

6. Press the tail to close again. You will see a tiny triangle excess of the paper you folded 

in the earlier step. 



Step 11: Folding the tail (Part 2) 

 

1. Press the triangle section down. 

2. Open up the tail again. Push the folded triangle down. 

3. Press the tail close firmly along all the folded lines. 

4. Open the tail. This is how it should look like. 

 

 

 

 



Step 12: Completing the tail 

 

1. Next steps are to tidy the sides of the tail. Place the fish down. Fold the sides of the 

tail up as shown. 

2. Repeat on the other side as well. 

3. This is how the folded sides should look like. 

4. Press the tail to bend at the end of the body. 

 

 

 

 



Step 13: Folding the origami koi fish face 

 

1. Fold a small triangle at the corner of the fish's face. 

2. Do the same on the other side. This is how the back of the face should look like after 

folding. And that completes all the folding steps to make the origami paper fish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 14: Gluing the body (optional) 

The final step is to glue the body. This is an optional step if you want to keep the folded 

paper, especially the body part, intact. 

 

1. Start by opening up the folds and applying glue to the top section of the body. 

2. Fold the paper to stick as shown. 

3. Next, apply glue to the inner section of the body. 

4. Bring all the folds together to form the body and hold it in place for a few seconds to 

allow the glue to dry. 



 


